- Preserving
the Magic of
Holmdel

Since 1998
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OUR HISTORY
1998-2023



In 1997 Developer Schorr-Depalma proposed
550 homes and 13 detention basins for the
environmentally sensitive 416 acre Chase Tract

!’Wls

LINAWJOTIATA
aasodoyd

I~

Al AT T 4D

\ HTIITITEAY | '\

|y P
P )

L




2.

Then one April evening 1998 a man and his daughter were
watching a Township committee meeting when he heard plans
to sewer southern Holmdel allowing for 1000 homes.

Russell Dronne




Overdevelopment and its consequences
loomed
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gs;xzﬁw Community members
ey organized into CILU to
Preserve 416 Acre Chase Tract

Protect the watershed
(68% of Holmdel in Swimming River
Watershed)
Connect all the green spaces along the
Ramanessin River




It wasn’t easy. People worked hard
Spreading the word.




Building Community
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Going on walks of our beautiful land
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RALLYING FOR THE ENVIRONMENT — Martin Sayne of the Slerra Club addresses
environmentalists Feb. 3 al a press conference at the Ramanessin Brook Greenway
in Holmdel on the clearing of trees for a parking lot at the PNC Bank Arts Center
(Jackie Pollack/Grealer Media)




Creating a
festival
celebrating our




Then Mission Accomplished

June 28, 2001
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Holmdel Town-
ship Commit-
teeman Larry
Fink (left) and
committee can-
didate Ralph
Blumenthal,
both backers of
the plan to pre- Qo
serve the Chase ¥
tract, tourthe J
property last

weekend.

MICHAELJ
TREOLA
Staff Photographer

Preservationists take

‘walk on the wild site




“They told us it would never happen.”
Russell Dronne

v told us it would never hap]pen,." i, ot

-,

Pictured (left to right) Larry Fink, Russell Dronne holding Kelly Dronne at the Chase Closing
Ceremony at Holmdel Park. Russell Dronne explains, "I asked Kelly if she would like to com
with me today since she was present from the time this all began.” Kelly was asleep on he
father's lap five years ago at an empty Township Committee meeting when he ¢

plans to sewer southern Holmdel and create a town center. The story goes that Holmdel'

grassroots effort to savel
open snace beaan that night il &







o}

e O S R S A e Yy ®
PR ,_.":22,"‘&3!&.%“&?5‘;!}6-*0“55.‘6'. - E&X- ) Mmfm e
e -“ ST PRt KT
SN G fw *@%B*;ﬁ s
g e \s 1 )ies

s ',% .\ h"_\- JA

...l , Jé f\'p% ﬁ
§ o J p / ON, .

g k ;EE m 'mziﬁqnn

“; \K’?' %\,\ 3 ‘,;7\&':\“ 0: ’ b
) 2 ‘\\. K "\l' 7\“ ﬁ" -\1&l H
: 3 PN mm ", - 2 J_J/“
i Po, O T Partnershlp to save the Chase Tract

Chase Manhattan Bank
DEP-State Green Acres Program
State Agriculture Development Committee
Monmouth County Board of Chosen Freeholders
Monmouth County Board of Recreation Commissioners
Monmouth County Agricultural Development Board
Holmdel Township
Monmouth Conservation Foundation
Friends of Holmdel Open Space

227 e e Saving the Chase Tract

e L Inspired

CILU to address important
ongoing projects



Reservoir
Watershed

Sewers in SW Holmdel ,
would have create
potent ial fe
retirement
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CILU LED THE INITIATIVE

AGAINST EXTENSION OF
SEWERS

Hoimdel Master Plan 2004
TOWNSHIP OF HOLMDEL

Monmoum Coury, Now Jersey

|
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DENSE RE-ZONING PLANS
WERE WITHDRAWN - NEW
SEWER PLAN IMPLEMENTED
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THE WEEK OF
JUNE 12,2005 \
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| really, really want a tree ordinance. | have for a very long time. ['ve seen too many of them go.
And heard them also.......... I've heard the sound of big trees hitting the ground and then

there is emptiness....with a hole in the sky.
Isabelle McFarland, June 16, 2005

P55

All pictures taken in Holmdel the week of June 12, 05
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F LO O DS ANOTHER CILU GOAL IS PROTECTION

FROM FLOOD HAZARD ALONG THE
WAACKAACK/MAHORAS STREAM

¥’ le _se from the ij_aurel Development The Woods:»w Fg [ o
if "__': dlng‘thér-deeldueus forested wetland along the Waaekaack/ﬁ/lahoras Stream‘ :
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PRESERVATION

Historic Bayonet Farm
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OPEN SPACE CILU led the referendum initiative

for the open space tax
Two open space taxes passed!

Township of Holmdel
Monmouth County, New Jersey
Open Space Advisory Council _:__‘
Open Space Preservation Recommendations .i-g",
September 2004 ’ v=.

Y
I 4

B

.
- J' L
- S
.
\ 279
e/
— S |
;
&

Cyp o s P 17
cHheApreenways-of Holmda!

Risrzomaon Srampr Sroven

8 w J2

-
P S—

- -

g———

ik
./
-

R
\

o Covernarags of Folwidol
Makorsy « Bosohamaed Slrepm Tyl

AN INVENTORY
AND EVALUATION

- Mmﬂwwlh
B Peva Proverved Fommiaace, Dectorsed 08




A galvanized group met the threats head on,

* Led initiative against Sewers- Sewer plan withdrawn

* Led initiative for referendum on open space tax- WO Oopen space
taxes passed

* Created the belief that the Chase Tract could be preserved and helped
create entity to fund it—FOHOS -- It was successful

» Became officially organized as a 501(c 4)—Still Going Strong 25
years
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Preserved with
CILU Prodding,

DePalma Tract,
2000



Mahoras Brook — 2004




80 Acres F & F
Preserved - 2007

2007 “Shining example of various levels of government
working together” (NJ Farm Bureau).



Bachstadt Tract,Neil Waackaack Nature
Preserve - 2007/




Protecting Cross Farm Park-




Bell Labs: How to save the building and
environment and retain ratables (2008).

CILU hosted the Charrette




Preserving Ely, Westor, Inverness, not synthetic turf fields but maybe Heavenly Estates

8 full size fields, 6
artificial turf, 28 80’
light towers, parking
for 400 cars




Issues still to work on: Wastewater Management

Townshi

of Holmdel

Monmouth

ounty, New Jerser

Map SOH3) Aguifey Rerhaege & Discharge
I Western Totosdcd

——

Township of Holmdel

Monmouth County, New Jersey
Map 4(c) NJ State Planning Areas
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Collaborating with other groups to save the
Holmdel Horn Antenna: a national historic

landmark
SAVE

CRAWFORD HIL

HOLMDEL HERO

ROBERT WILSON

NOBEL PRIZE F YS|




Working towards CILU mission with same
strategies

Educating Ourselves
Raising Awareness
Building Community
Expanding Community
Eating
Having fun



Educating Ourselves:
First Candidate Forum
1999
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Candidate Forums in the
community center




Bi-Partisan claim of “Green”




Raising Awareness: Dragged into the
Digital Era- Hours spent filming and
posting on Youtube channel
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Using website to stay organized and informed

~ Citizens for Informed Land Use

Home About CILU CILU Issues Publications Photos

Earth Day 2023 is coming
Sunday, April 30, 2023 12:00 noon to 5:00 pm

at Bayonet Farm, Holmdel

Earth Doy Festivol at the Red Baorn, Boyonet Form

See the 2023 Earth Day flyer

and the schedule of activities and events

Join Us More Donations

CLICK TO SIGN an online petition
that CILU has launched to save the
Holmdel Horn Antenna.

The Holmdel Horn Antenna an Crawfords Hill

Much more information is available
on the Horn Antenna page.

Recent Updates:

1. On March 20, over 120 people
listened to a reprise performance
of the 2/25 talk about Spotted
Lanternflies, by Rutgers Master
Gardener Ann Sherwood.
Selected slides from the talk are

CILU Issues Publications Photos Join Us
CILU Positions

Holmdel Horn Antenna

Holmdel Charter Study Commission Update
Holmdel Charter Study Commission
Affordable Housing

Barclay Square Development

Barclay Square Development Update

Cross Farm Park

Firehouse Summary

Open Space Referendum Question

Open Space Preservation

Proposed NJNG Regulator Station
Sewers-Septic

The Holmdel Capelli Sports Complex
Holmdel Family Apartments

The Enclave At Holmdel - Potter's Farm

The Enclave At Holmdel — Statement For Zoning Board
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Using Facebook

Facebook.com/citizens for Informed Land Use - CILU
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Then Covid Happened




Covid changed our Educat

Citizens for Informed Land Use
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Candidate Forums on Zoom

Spring 2020 Fall 2022
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Slowly meeting face to face again after the Covid
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Building community:
The Holmdel Journal A October 1999
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L. to R.: Bill McFarland, Peggy Koch, Sede Spang and Sam Shramko
prepare for first annual barbecue

FIRST ANNUAL CITIZENS FOR INFORMED
LAND USE BARBECUE

by Susan Murpl

Despite the intermittent rain and overcast sky, Citizens fi
yrmed Land Use held their first annual barbecue. On Sunda
ember 5, the members and their families, several township con
tee members, and potential candidates gathered at Holmdel Park

Picnics




ICNIC

2022 P




Potlucks







MAY 2001

Hofmdel Every Year
- 2 Happenings CILU
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Holmdel's 23rd Annual Greanway Watk and
Earth Day Festival at Bayonet Farm
Sunday, April 20, 2023
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Collaborating with other groups: Holmdel .
Environmental Commission: Where does the water %
go—non point source pollution
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CILU Booth on Earth Day
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HoImdeI Green Team
















Serving the Community l.
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Dedicated

Volunteers



With Many Student
Volunteers




CILU is about
Friendships







In Memorium

Sam Shramko Anne Shramko




Working to keep the magic of Holmdel
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Thanks

Past and Present CILU members for passionate advocacy for the environment

Photographers: Sam Shramko, Steve Strickland, Roberta Kaufman, Alicia Usuan, Julile Roth

Compiled by Karen Strickland and Roberta Kaufman

Holmdel: April 2023



