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In 1997 Developer Schorr-Depalma proposed 
550 homes and 13 detention basins for the 
environmentally sensitive 416 acre Chase Tract

RSK



Then one April evening 1998 a man and his daughter were 
watching a Township committee meeting when he heard plans 
to sewer southern Holmdel allowing for 1000 homes.

Russell Dronne



Overdevelopment and its consequences 
loomed



Protect the watershed
(68% of Holmdel in Swimming River 

Watershed)
Connect all the green spaces along the 

Ramanessin River  

Community members 
organized into CILU to 

Preserve 416 Acre Chase Tract



It wasn’t easy. People worked hard  
Spreading the word.



Building Community



Going on walks of  our beautiful land



Creating a 
festival 
celebrating our 
Earth

Mr R.E .Cycle



Then Mission Accomplished
June 28, 2001



“They told us it would never happen.” 
Russell Dronne





Saving the Chase Tract 
Inspired

CILU to address important 
ongoing projects

D



Schoor
Depalma
wanted 
change 
zoning
to 
extend 
sewers into 
our 
Swimming
River 
Reservoir 
Watershed

RSK

SW HOLMDEL

SEWERS!!

OPENING DOORS TO 
MASSIVE HIGH DENSITY 
DEVELOPMENT 

DENSE  RE-ZONING PLANS 
WERE WITHDRAWN - NEW
SEWER PLAN IMPLEMENTED

CILU LED THE INITIATIVE 

AGAINST EXTENSION OF 

SEWERS

Sewers in SW Holmdel , 
would have created 
potential for 1200
retirement homes.



A MAjOR CILU 

GOAL IS PROTECTION

OF OUR WATER SUPPLY

AND WATERSHED 

WATER



TREE REMOVAL 

IN HOLMDEL 

THE WEEK OF 

JUNE 12, 2005

I really, really want a tree ordinance. I have for a very long time. I've seen too many of them go. 

And heard them also..........I've heard the sound of big trees hitting the ground and then 

there is emptiness….with a hole in the sky. 

Isabelle McFarland, June 16, 2005 

All pictures taken in Holmdel the week of June 12,‘ 05
RSK

TREES



ALL PICTURES TAKEN IN HOLMDEL 

ORIGINAL TOP SOIL HEIGHT

HEIGHT OF COUNTOURED 
LAND ~ TOPSOIL GONE

CLEAR CUTTING AT THE 

GARDEN STATE ART CENTER

“TAKE 

PARADISE 

AND PUT  UP

A 

PARKING LOT”Photography and slides 
by Roberta Kaufman

SOILS
SOILS



Detention basin release from the Mt Laurel Development  "The Woods" flooding 

and invading the deciduous forested wetland along the Waackaack/Mahoras Stream

ANOTHER CILU GOAL IS PROTECTION 

FROM FLOOD HAZARD ALONG THE 

WAACKAACK/MAHORAS STREAM

Just  out the kitchen door at

“Fox Chase”, on Agostina Dr.

RSK

FLOODS

e”,

“Fox Chase”, 



PRESERVATION
Historic Bayonet Farm



CILU led the referendum initiative 
for the open space tax

Two open space taxes passed! 

RSK

OPEN SPACE



A galvanized group met the threats head on, 

• Led initiative against Sewers- Sewer plan withdrawn

• Led initiative for referendum on open space tax- Two open space 
taxes passed

• Created the belief that the Chase Tract could be preserved and helped 
create entity to fund it—FOHOS -- It was successful

• Became officially organized as a 501(c 4)—Still Going Strong 25 
years



DePalma Tract,
Preserved with 
CILU Prodding,
2000



Mahoras Brook – 2004



80 Acres F & F 
Preserved  - 2007

2007 “Shining example of  various levels of  government 

working together” (NJ Farm Bureau).



Bachstadt Tract,Neil Waackaack Nature 
Preserve  - 2007



Protecting Cross Farm Park-



Bell Labs: How to save the building and 
environment  and retain ratables (2008). 

CILU hosted the Charrette



Preserving  Ely, Westor, Inverness, not synthetic turf fields but maybe Heavenly Estates

8 full size fields, 6 
artificial turf,  28 80’ 
light towers, parking 
for 400 cars



Issues still to work on: Wastewater Management 





Collaborating with other groups to save the 
Holmdel Horn Antenna: a national historic 
landmark



Working towards CILU mission with same 
strategies

Educating Ourselves

Raising Awareness

Building Community

Expanding Community

Eating

Having fun



Educating Ourselves:
First Candidate Forum 

1999



Candidate Forums in the 
community center



Bi-Partisan claim of “Green”



Raising Awareness: Dragged into the 
Digital Era- Hours spent filming and 
posting on Youtube channel



Using website to stay organized and informed



Using Facebook
Facebook.com/citizens for Informed Land Use - CILU



Then Covid Happened



Covid changed our Educational Presentations

BEES
Covid Vaccine
Superintendent of 
Schools



Candidate Forums on Zoom
Spring 2020 Fall 2022



Slowly meeting face to face again after the Covid 
quarantine – a fossil hunt



making lanternfly traps



Building community: Walks



Building community: Picnics



2022 Picnic



Potlucks





Every Year 

CILU 

SPONSORS 

EARTH DAY



Collaborating with other groups: Holmdel 
Environmental Commission: Where does the water 
go—non point source pollution



CILU Booth on Earth Day



Holmdel Green Team



Scouts



MUSICians



Spreading awareness



Cooks



Serving the Community



And having fun    
working together



2009
Dedicated 
Volunteers



With Many Student 
Volunteers



CILU is about 
Friendships





Bill 
Bill McFarland

Brian McFarlandIn Memorium Leo Slobodin

Sam Shramko Anne Shramko



Working to keep the magic of Holmdel 



E

Gerry Ceres of the Holmdel Historical Society



Thanks 

Past and Present CILU members for passionate advocacy for the environment 

Photographers: Sam Shramko, Steve Strickland, Roberta Kaufman, Alicia Usuan, Julile Roth

Compiled by Karen  Strickland and Roberta Kaufman

Holmdel: April 2023


